
Whose record is it anyways?
A game to test your HIPAA knowledge.



Instructions:

Answer each of the following questions 
with the best answer possible. 

Correct answers are highlighted green.



Which of the following may be considered 
a “breach” of patient confidentiality?

a) Releasing records to a requestor for legal 
purposes without a signed patient authorization.
b) Accidentally releasing the wrong patient’s 
records to a requestor.
c) Releasing dates of service to a requestor if the 
service dates were not authorized.
d) All of the above.
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What does PHI stand for?

a) Protected Health Information
b) Physician Hospital Information
c) Public Health Information
d) Patient Hospital Information
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A patient requests information about a 
recent biopsy. He wants to know details 

about the  procedure and specifics regarding 
the specimen removed. The patient should 

be advised to request a copy of:

a) The entire record
b) The Operative and Pathology report
c) History and Physical
d) None of the above
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Some attorneys send a courtesy deposition 
letter prior to issuing a subpoena. 

Can you release information without 
authorization if you have the deposition 
letter prior to receiving the subpoena?

a) Yes
b) No
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With a court order (signed by a judge), 
is an authorization signed by the patient 

or legal representative required?

a) Yes
b) No
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True or False: 
A covered entity is permitted to re-disclose 

patient health information received from other 
healthcare providers for treatment purposes.

a) True
b) False
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What is the difference between a patient’s 
request and a patient’s authorization?

a) There is no difference.
b) The request is verbal and the authorization is in 
writing.
c) The request is in writing and asks that the records 
be released; the authorization is the permission to do 
so.
d) The request is submitted by the patient; the 
authorization is submitted by a patient representative.
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If there is a breach of confidentiality, which 
of the following legal actions may be taken?

a) Civil Action
b) Criminal Action
c) Neither Civil or Criminal Action
d) Both Civil and Criminal Action
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“Designated Record Set” includes the following 
information regarding health care decisions:

a) Medical Records
b) Billing Records
c) Claims Information
d) All of the above
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HIPAA’s Privacy Rule gives a 
patient the right to access their:

a) Legal Medical Record
b) Designated Record Set
c) Itemized Bill Only
d) Discharge Summaries
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What are required disclosures 
under the HIPAA Privacy Rule?

a) Disclosures to the patient
b) Disclosures to another healthcare facility
c) Disclosures to the Secretary of HHS for 
compliance purposes
d) A & C
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Under HIPAA, a personal representative is 
an individual who is authorized to sign an 

authorization on behalf of the patient. Which 
of the following is not an example of an 

authorized personal representative?

a) Parent of a minor child
b) Legal guardian of a minor child
c) Patient’s attorney
d) Person who holds Durable Power of Attorney 
for Healthcare
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HIPAA preempts all state laws governing 
the release of information.

a) True
b) False



HIPAA preempts all state laws governing 
the release of information.

a) True
b) False



You receive a request from a Workers Compensation company 
representing a patient’s employer. They are requesting a copy of 

the patient’s recent HIV test, but there is no authorization 
attached. You review the records and discover the patient is a 

police officer who was recently stuck with a needle while 
searching a suspect and that is the reason she filed a claim. 

What should you do?
a) Reject the request since no authorization was received.
b) Reject the request because medical records can never be 
released without a patient’s authorization.
c) Copy the request since the HIV test is directly related to the 
Workers Compensation claim and no authorization is required.
d) Copy the request since HIV tests are not specifically covered 
by HIPAA.
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